
Charlie Purcell is more than just the Utility Director for the
City of Douglas—he’s a battle-hardened veteran of the
power industry, and a lineman with an unwavering
commitment to his community. With 30 years of
dedicated service, Charlie has climbed the ranks,
overcoming challenges along the way.

When Hurricane Helene left the city in total darkness—no
transmission, no meters turning—Charlie took charge.
Amid the chaos, he executed critical switching orders,
leading the charge to restore power. His expertise and
steady leadership were the backbone of the city’s
recovery.
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Within his tenure, Charlie has battled countless storms and aided other utilities
through Mutual Aid, but nothing compared to what he faced on September 27th. It
was a test of endurance, skill, and sheer determination. For 29 grueling days, the City
of Douglas crews worked non-stop, without a single day of rest—because that’s
what had to be done. And under Charlie’s leadership, they did it safely, efficiently,
and with the grit of true linemen.

Even after restoring power to Douglas, Charlie and his crews didn’t stop. They
extended a helping hand to Satilla REMC, proving that in this line of work, it’s about
more than just keeping the lights on—it’s about standing together, answering the
call, and never backing down.
Charlie Purcell embodies what it means to be a lineman: experienced, relentless,
and always ready.


